2 Island Dispatch Friday, March 26, 2021

Pfc. William L. Rohde killed in action when flight home crashes
BY MI_CHAEI. J. _BILI.ONI s e -

Imagine the excitement of the three Ro-
hde sisters and their father on Grand Is-
land after receiving a hand-written letter
from their older brother and son, Willie,
shortly after World War II had ended in
1945. “I'm leaving tomorrow for the good
old U.S.A.,” he wrote.

Private First Class William L. Rohde was
35 when he enlisted into the U.S. Army
in April 1942, leaving the family farm on
East River Road near Edgewater; his fa-
ther, Herman; and sisters Ruth, Leona and
Millie. His mom, Sophia Long Rohde, had
died in 1929. Rohde did not attend high
school after going through grade 8 on the
Island. He worked with his father on the
family farm, along with working at Bell
Aerospace.

After joining the military, Rohde regu-
larly wrote to his family through letters
to his sister, Millie, who was married and
living on Whitehaven Road. The letters
never told where he was stationed or what
his assignment was, but the sisters always
looked forward to receiving them, accord-
ing to Millie’s daughter, Karen Vanthoff.
A lifelong Islander, Karen lives in the fam-
ily home on Whitehaven and has a binder
full of letters, photos and stories about her
uncle.

Rohde was not sent overseas to fight for
his country but rather to a remote post,
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WHEATFIELD Garden & Gifts attacked Kiska in 1942 and held the small and word spread quickly that Willie Rohde their plane crashed in the Aleutian Islands
2921 Niagara Falls Blvd. 9 4 6 33 6 4 island until 1943. was coming home from the Army. on their way home.
Near Ward Rd. - Willie’s sisters first learned he was in  The next news about their brother came  “My mother was very emotional and she
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Charles N. DeGlopper Memorial
Statue and Killed in Action Plaques Unveiling
Saturday, June 5, 2021, 9:45 a.m. at 2352 Grand Island Blvd.

Grand Island Boulevard at the corner of Baseline Road and is celebrating it's

’ * * * * * * * * * * 15teon with the current owners.

W[LLIAM L. ROHDE Adrian’s originally opened in 1989.
July 12, 1907 - October 21, 1945

William was born on Grand Island to Herman and Sophia Long Rohde.

Adrian’s Custard

& Beef
has opened for the season

The Viking Diner has sadly announced

He was the oldest of 4 children and their only son. William enlisted in the that they have permanently closed their doors.
Army in April 1942 at age 35.
After serving briefly at several location in the U.S., he was transferred O e e .
to the remote Kiska post in the Aleutian Islands, Alaska in late 1943. He MOXIe “alr and Salt St“dlo IS open
served as a radar technician. This location was critical in defending the ili i i
. North Pacific, Canada and the United States due to its close proximity to at 2043 Mllltary Road’ Nlagara Falls. Owner Maria
*Japan who attacked Kiska in 1942 and held the small island until 1943. Bergeron is a Lewiston native with almost
: The war ended in September 1945. On October 21, 1945, PFC William L. 30 years of experience.
Rohde and 8 others were onboard a plane returning to the United States.
The plane crashed in the Aleutian Islands and all on board perished. Read more at www.wnypapers.com.

B After temporary burial at Fort Richardson, Anchorage, Alaska, all 9 sol-
@ diers were returned to rest together in the Jefferson Barracks National
Cemetery in Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, 1948.
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*You can help support the Charles N. DeGlopper Memorial by donating to: http://degloppermemorial.org/get-involved/‘
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